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ment. It may.not be “ their affair” to respect | : 


our rights and consult our B ;—but it is 
our affair to see that they do not trespass on 
the one, or endanger the other.. We have a 
Tight to a free and unrestricted access across 
the Isthmus to our Pacific States. We havea 
right to insist that this access shall be kept 
open for us at all times and under all circum- 
stances,—in peace and in war ;—and any at- 
tempt to place it under the control of England 
or of France,and thus put it in their.power at 
any time to sever our Empire ani cut us off 
from our own possessions, may well be regarded 
as a hostile act. Neither Costa Rica nor Nicar- 
agua have any right to take any such step. 
They have no right to invoke a Protectorate 
from France, if that Protectorate is to put at 
hazard our enjoyment of the transit across 
the Isthmus. And itis the duty of our Gov- 


task remains. It is the enforcement of obe- 
dience to the regulations adopted when inter- 
est or passion prompt a violation. 

In the present ‘casé ‘the Erie road is 
culprit. But that road, like the is in- 
dependent. There is no authority 
it to be represented in the Convention, mueh 
less to @bey its decrees. The 
can have hut two modes of operation 
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pletely. “ Let France,” says the Tribune, 


* protect Central America, if that be the will of |. 


the contracting parties ; let France make the 
Interoceanic Ship Canal, if she will, and guard 
it ever so. strongly.” This would complete the 
chain of investment, and curb our country to 
the perfect satisfaction of the Tribune. We 
cannot concur in its notions of National policy 
We cannot consent that our country should 
thus be hemmed in, by hostile fleets and hds- 
tile forts, on every side. We have a right to 


management. Practically, in fact, they have 
none at all. A few directors say what shall or 
shall not be done, and are rendered reckless, 
too often, by the thought that the property, 
exposed to hazard, is not mainly their own, 
but belongs to a mass of individuals for whose 
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